
 

 

Reopening FAQs 

1. Will all students be required to return to school and can any exemptions be made? 

Previously, all students were required to return to school from 30th August and only students 

who had medical reasons were exempt upon presentation of a medical certificate. UPDATE: In 

response to multiple requests received from parents to continue distance learning, ADEK will 

now allow parents the choice to keep their children at home (for the next school term only). 

However, children must still be enrolled at school and must attend classes through continued 

distance learning. 

2. Some parents have said they will opt to home school their children next term rather than enroll them 

in school for either physical attendance or continued distance learning? Are they allowed to do this? 

Homeschooling is not recognized in Abu Dhabi. Parents should be informed that students that 

have been unenrolled in Abu Dhabi schools for a term may be at risk of having to repeat that 

term and may encounter issues with equivalencies at a later stage. 

3. Can our students wear face shields instead of masks? 

Students may be exempt from wearing a mask at school for medical reasons upon presentation 

of a medical certificate. They would be required to wear a face shield in this case. 

4. Buses are a major concern for us. Can we charge more to parents and even cancel bus service? 

Schools may only charge as per the ADEK-approved fees for AY 2020-2021. However, the 

provision of bus service is at the discretion of each school. 

5.The policies state that parents can only accompany children to the access points, but not beyond. I 

worry that my child will have difficulty with separation – can I accompany him/her to their classroom? 

ADEK understands that separation anxiety may have a detrimental effect on a child’s experience 

of schooling. Hence, one parent/guardian may initially accompany Students of Determination 

(as per their Risk Assessment) and young students (KG/early Cycle 1) if deemed necessary in 

conjunction with the school until the student is ready to enter on their own/accompanied only 

by school staff. The accompanying parent/guardian must have the ALHOSN app downloaded, 

and abide by the social distancing, PPE, and hygiene requirements as set out in the entry/exit 

protocols (ie. Temperature checks, hand sanitizing, masks, etc.) 

6.FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

Parents will be required to pay full tuition fees regardless of the school’s reopening model and 

regardless of whether a student is exempt from returning to school. 


